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(2020%E5H15H The Japan Newsd&kl)

KASUKABE, Saitama -- In
anticipation of summer, straw
hat making has reached its
peak at a store in Kasukabe,
Saitama Prefecture, which
boasts a long history of
producing straw hats. ; : i B

Straw hat making is a local specialty of Kasukabe -- with the manufactunng of these hats gomg all
the way back to the Meiji era (1868-1912) when farmers began making them as a side job. In April
and May, sales of these hats would usually increase, but with the coronavirus pandemic it has been
difficult to open booths at events and ship products to customers.

On Tuesday, at Tanaka Boshiten, a store established in 1880, craftsmen were busy fashioning a
variety of straw hats, despite there being a number of them piled up in the factory. Store owner Yu
Tanaka is looking to the bright side of things though, even if it is likely to take some time for the
infections to end. "I hope the day will come soon when people can wear straw hats with a cheerful
mood," he said.

[1ICOEEFHPEFEDNDESILD
KETLLEIM, BARETHBALELLS,

[2]EBEHTOEZELOIEFOEEIL. £ [ ]began making hats[ 10 ]
EAESVSBET, WODEKM LI [ 11 1.
HELF=M. [ 1ZEHBTHEOHELLD, - B[ ] era

[3)4.5HIFEFEY LITABRUSBHLEDIZSEIEMMNIFEAETEEFHFATLI, ZTDER
ZRELEEXD[ ] #EBHFELLI. L iun [ 11 11 ]

it has been difficult to open booths at events and ship products to customers

straw :Z 4, patiently: E#3&<, await:Z1FD. In anticipation of summer: E® F|E %R, has reached its
peak: ExEHAZ IR 5. Prefecture: R, boast: (B LL VY ZHF>TLVA. specialty : $F 7 & . manufacturing : & & .
go all the way back to: ~ETT o&HB. era: B, farmer: B2, side job: FlZ. usually: Z&(X. increase :{&#
U'%. coronavirus: aBF )L A, pandemic: £ E (t##5) BIZFRT. difficult: #L L, booth: /NELE 1o F-ERE.
ship: &9 %. products: 5. customer: BX5|%t. established in 1880: 18804 (Z&IZ L 1=, craftsman: A .
busy fashioning a variety of straw hats: 1§ F D&Y+ TEXLE IZEEH NS, despite: ~IZHEH15F . a number
of : 28D . piled up in the factory: TIHRAIZFEA E(FSN =, is looking to: [CB %[ I+, bright side of : DEAS N
M. though:[ThEEH, evenif:fz&X ~TH. islikely to: ~LZ57=, take some time for: [CR R M AM DS, the
infections to end: BN 8., soon: I <CIZ, FH4L, wear: H .55, a cheerful mood: A5 L K HFH
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