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Carp of hearts

In Hiroshima Prefecture, a varicolored carp is gaining
popularity for a bright red, heart-shaped marking on the top
of its head.

The carp is kept at former traditional restaurant and inn
Koishiki. Established in the late 19th century in Fuchu,
Hiroshima Prefecture, Koishiki is designated as nationally
registered tangible cultural property and is managed by the
Fuchu municipal government.

"Koishiki" also has connotations of romance and means
"to love you" or "to miss you" in English. The fish was donated by a man who raises them
in the city, saying that it was "perfect for Koishiki.“ "We hope that Koishiki will become
known as a matchmaking spot as it has a carp with a heart-shaped [marking on its
head]," said an official of the Fuchu City Tourism Association. (2022%6818H The Japan News&Y)
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