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Minamata rose garden blooms as symbol

HIEEVED HIZA & B< =

o xBROaRMENS70%, Emesiva Of regional rebirth

F

I’C AE%?Q:FZFUDI\775‘HBE§ EoTLVET,

KUMAMOTO - Every spring and
autumn, thousands of roses bloom on
reclaimed land that contains
methylmercury and other substances
responsible for Minamata disease at
Eco Park Minamata in Kumamoto
Prefecture as a symbol of community
revitalization.

Development of the garden began 20
years ago due to a desire to bring
color to a site etched with the
memories of Minamata disease and
' transform it into a place of relaxation.
Yorishige Maeda, left, stands in an area featuring pink rc;ses Since then, Minamata diSeaSe patientS

[1)EH LD regional rebirth|&FLELETED and those suffering from the disease's

aftereffects have been among those
NTNORBERXNLHBEHLEL L. dedicated to tending the grounds.

Yorishige Maeda developed the rose
garden. He attends a memorial service
at the Park every year to hear the
words of patients and grieving families.

z "l hope the rose garden can give
[2INSEIZIFEALGRENDRAH N TVET D,  strength to people who are trying to
ATHESADEEZFEL. BAETEEELLD, move past their suffering and take a
step forward," said Maeda.

Seventy years after the disease was
officially recognized, the garden has
grown into a major attraction that
draws about 100,000 visitors annually.

(2026FE6H20H The Japan Newsd&kl)
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